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Why do I need a Realtor®?

HOME BUYER’S GUIDE: Your Strategy for Smart Home Buying.
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Stage
1 

Assess Your Wants & Needs

Establish Working Relationship

Educate on Current Market

Outline Buying Strategy

Discuss Financing Options

Initial
Consultation

Stage
2 

Begin Loan Application

Pre-Qualify with Lender

Meet with Lender

View Properties on Initial 
Search Criteria

Evaluate Each Property

Periodically Assess Search 
Criteria Based on Availability
of Properties

Choose the Right Home

Begin the
Home Search

Stage
3 

Review Comparable Sales 
to Determine Offer Price

Review Progress of 
Loan Pre-Approval: 
Decide On Financing

Review Disclosures, as Available

Decide on Other 
Negotiation Terms:
     - Inspections
     - Possession Date
     - Personal Property, etc

Prepare
An Offer



Review Comparable Sales 
to Determine Offer Price

Review Progress of 
Loan Pre-Approval: 
Decide On Financing

Review Disclosures, as Available

Decide on Other 
Negotiation Terms:
     - Inspections
     - Possession Date
     - Personal Property, etc

Prepare
An Offer

Stage
4 

Present Offer to Seller/Agent

Negotiate Terms & 
Possible Counter Offer

Finalize Purchase Agreement

Reach Agreement
with Seller

Stage
5 

Line Up Home Inspection

Submit/Resubmit Pre-Approval 
Application with Lender

Negotiate Inspections 
& Remove Contingencies

Complete Inspection
& Remove Contingencies

 Stage

6 
Order Home Insurance

Complete Pre-Closing 
Documents from Lender

Order Utility Service

Perform Final Walk-Thru

Review Closing Statement

Pre-Closing
Preparations

Stage
7 

Bring ID

Cash, Certified 
Funds or Wire 
Funds for any 
Overages

Get Your Keys

Closing
Day
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